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Summary 
This Arboricultural Method Statement (AMS) with the Tree Protection Plan (TPP) has been created 

to support the Arboricultural Impact Assessment (AIA) for Land North Of Ivanhoe, Dingleton Road, 

Melrose, Scottish Borders and must be read in conjunction with the document ‘Dingleton_AIA_Full’. 

The initial survey was conducted on 26th July 2023 by Toby Wingham, suitably qualified Arboricul-

turist on behalf of TD Trees. The findings of this survey are summarised in the document ‘Dingle-

ton_AIA_Full’. 

Tree Protection Plan 
The Tree Protection Plan as outlined in this document will be followed, any alterations will need the 

approval of the appointed Arboriculturist and the LPA. 

Sequence of Events 
Events to be agreed at a pre-commencement meeting; these recommended events may be subject to 

change. Any change to this sequence that may directly or indirectly impact the retained trees must be 

approved by the appointed arboriculturist. 

Pre-development Stage 

• Ecological impact assessments are undertaken to ensure no protected species or habitat is affected 

by tree removal, specifically bat activity surveys and nesting bird surveys 48h before removal and 

other tree works. 

• Removal of trees in conflict with the design as per the Arboricultural Impact Assessment (AIA). 

• Tree protection measures installed to protect retained trees (protective fencing, ground protection) 

as per Tree Protection Plan (TPP). 

• Site to be inspected by the appointed arboriculturist and works approved in writing. 

Development Stage 

• This stage is subject to site monitoring visits by the appointed arboriculturist at intervals as agreed 

at the pre-commencement site meeting. These visits are to ensure that the agreed protection 

measures are functional and correctly achieving their purpose. 

• The appointed arboriculturist will act under the authority of the Site Manager and, under that 

authority, can request cessation and or alternative working methods. 

• Site is accessible to construction traffic. 
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• Arboricultural supervision is to be conducted at all crucial stages throughout the development 

process to ensure detailed tasks are conducted as per the approved methodology and at any incur-

sion into RPA for whatever reason. 

• This supervision will require the arboriculturist to be present throughout the tasks, to ensure all 

the Arboricultural objectives are met. 

• Supervision may be reduced to telephone contact between the site Project Manager and the arbor-

iculturist by mutual agreement. 

• The Local Planning Authority (LPA) arboriculturist will have access to the site and pass any 

recommendations direct to the developer’s arboriculturist. 

• Any alterations to the protective fencing should be approved in writing by the developer’s arbor-

iculturist and communicated to the LPA arboriculturist. 

Post-development Stage 

• Removal of protective fencing as agreed by the appointed arboriculturist. 

• Landscape operatives to be briefed by appointed arboriculturist. 

• Regular annual condition surveys will be commissioned to ensure that retained tree has not been 

adversely affected by the process outlined in the tree protection plan for a period of 3 years. 

Root Protection Areas (RPAs) 
The RPAs detailed in the maps of this document are designed to protect at least a functional mini-

mum of tree root mass to ensure that the trees survive the construction process. 

The RPAs of the retained tree must be protected via protective fencing as detailed below, being 

erected and in place prior to construction plant entering site. 

It is the responsibility of everyone engaged in the construction process to respect the tree protection 

measures and observe the necessary precautions within and adjacent to them. 

Restrictions within Tree Protection Areas 
The exclusion area of the protective fencing follows the drawing in the Tree Protection Plan within 

this document in Drawing 3 – A3 Tree Protection in Appendix 1. Within this fenced zone the follow-

ing applies: 

• No mechanical excavation without Arboricultural site supervision 

• No excavation by any other means without Arboricultural site supervision 

• No hand digging without a written method statement having first been approved in writing by the 

developer’s arboriculturist 
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• No ground level changes 

• No storage of plant or materials 

• No storage or handling of any chemicals 

• No vehicular access 

Avoiding Crown and Stem Damage 
Under no circumstances shall construction personnel undertake any tree pruning operations. 

Great care must be exercised when working close to retained trees. Plant and machinery with booms 

should be controlled by a banksman to maintain adequate clearance.  

The necessary tree works outlined below will be reviewed by the appointed arboriculturist and ap-

proved by the LPA Arboriculturist in writing. 

Tree Works 
• To facilitate the proposed development, eleven trees require removal and one hedgerow requires 

partial removal. Please refer to Table 1 – Tree removals in the document Dingleton_AIA_Full, 

TD Trees 2023 for guidance on these removals. 

• All removals and site clearance should be undertaken outside of the nesting season to reduce the 

ecological impact. If this can’t be avoided, the site will be surveyed for nesting birds 48h before 

any tree works commence. This can be commissioned by TD Tree and Land Services Ltd. 

• All tree work operations must be in accordance with BS 3998: 2010 Tree Work Recommendations. 

• This work is to be conducted by a suitably qualified Tree Surgeon (ideally chosen from the Ar-

boricultural Association’s Approved Contractors list). Proof of experience and insurance provi-

sions will be required. 

• All tree works will follow the recommendations and instruction of the Arboricultural Impact As-

sessment (AIA), Arboricultural Method Statement (AMS), and Tree Protection Plan (TPP).  

• All operations shall be carefully conducted to avoid damage to the trees being retained. 

• No trees to be retained will be used for anchorage or winching purposes. 

Tree Protective Fencing 
The protective fencing will be erected before any materials or machinery are brought onto site and 

before any development commences. Clear instructions of the installation are in Appendix 2. 
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Once the construction exclusion zone has been protected by the barriers, construction can com-

mence. Signs will be fixed to the fencing panels with the words: “Construction Exclusion Zone – 

No Access” or similar, a suitable template for this is found in Appendix 2. 

Excavations within the RPA 
For all excavations within root protection areas required, the following applies: 

• The appointed Arboriculturist will be on site to supervise any excavations within Root Protection 

Areas (RPAs). 

• The marked area (see Tree Protection Plan) will be excavated by hand. Air spading, if employed 

by appropriately trained personnel, is a viable alternative for this task. 

• Manually break up and remove debris from the RPA using appropriate tools (e.g., pneumatic 

breaker, crowbar, sledgehammer, pick, shovel, spade, trowel, fork). 

•  Remove debris from the RPA without disturbing the adjacent rooting environment, e.g., lifting 

out with a machine located outside the RPA or manually carry out over ground protection. 

• Any small roots with a diameter <25mm damaged, will be pruned back using handsaw or bypass 

secateurs. 

• Any roots larger than 25mm will not be moved without consultation of the appointed Arboricul-

tural Consultant.  

• The use of machines with long reach may be appropriate in areas where they can work from 

outside RPAs, or from protected areas within RPAs without encroaching onto unprotected soil. 

(see Appendices Removal of Hard Standing) 

• Where appropriate, leave below ground structures in place if their removal will cause excessive 

RPA disturbance. 

Temporary Ground Protection 
Construction related traffic will require access to the RPA of retained trees along the entrance road.  

• Where the existing road will not be re-furbished, the existing hard standing is sufficient for foot-

fall and small plant and machinery up to 2t. 

• Should HGVs require access, the existing road will be enforced with suitable interlinked ground 

protection mats, eg. of the type ‘MultiTrack’ by Ground Guards Ltd. 
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Construction within the RPA 
The access road and entrance to the site, encroaching into the RPA of retained trees will be formed 

with geo-cellular confinement system. 

• A geo-cellular confinement system will be installed, to minimise the risk of compaction of the 

soil within the RPAs. For detailed instructions, see Appendix 4. 
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Appendix 1 – Tree Protection Plan 

Appendix 2 – Tree Protective Fencing 
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Appendix 1 – Tree Protection Plan 
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Appendix 2 – Tree Protective Fencing 
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Appendix 3 – Cellular Confinement Ground Protection 
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